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ORIGINAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS. 

Letters, etc., from the Papers of Governor William Plumer, and of 
William Plumer, Jr. 

Peter Litius to General John Sullivan. 

The attempt which the following letter shows was made to induce General 
Sullivan to quit the service of Congress proves how early that course was 
suggested which ended with the fall of Arnold. In Arnold's case we know 
that Lord George Germane approved of Clinton's part in the plot, if he 
did not instigate it. In September, 1779, he wrote to Clinton : " Next to the 
destruction of Washington's army, the gaining over officers of influence and 
reputation among the troops would be the spediest means of subduing the 
rebellion, and restoring the tranquility of America. Your commission 
authorizes you to avail yourself of such opportunities, and there can be no 
doubt that the expense will be cheerfully submitted to." The author of 
this letter was Peter Livius, a former resident of Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, and at one time a member of the Council under the Royal Govern- 
ment. He was an active man in Political affairs in the Province prior to 
the Revolution, and was appointed Chief Justice. Sabin writes, that as 
this appointment was likely to produce discord, " he was transferred to a 
more lucrative office in the Province of Quebec." He was Chief-Justice 
of Canada from 1777 to 1780, when he went to England, of which country 
he was a native, having been born at Bedford in 1727. He received an 
honorary degree from Harvard College in 1767. He died in England in 
1795. We do not know under what authority he acted in writing to Sulli- 
van, nor are we aware that he had any to do so, as the word of a man who 
could write such a letter can have but little weight. It is more than 
possible that he had formed Sullivan's acquaintance while in New 
Hampshire, but he could not have known him or he would not have ap- 
proached him in the way he did. The paper in the Plumer collection is a 
copy of the original. — Ed.] 

Sir, 

I have long desired to write my mind to you, on a matter of the very 
greatest importance to you ; but the unhappy situation of things has ren- 
dered all intercourse very difficult & has prevented me. I now find a man 
is to be sent for a very different purpose to you, by him I shall contrive to 
get this letter to you, a person having undertaken to put it in the place of 
that which was designed to be carried to you. You know me very well, & 
are acquainted with many circumstances of my life, & have seen me in very 
trying situations that might perhaps have been some excuse, yet I am sure 
you never knew me guilty of any ungentlemanly action. I remind you of 
this that you may safely trust what I say to you, as coming from a person 
who has never trifled with any man. You know better than I do the situa- 
tion of your Congress, & the confusion there is among you, & the ruin that 
impends : you have felt how unequal the forces of your own people are to 
withstand the power of Great Britain, & for foreign assistance I need not 
tell you how precarious & deceitful it must be. Prance and Spain know 
they cannot embark in your quarrel, without the greatest danger of Great 
Britain turning suddenly against & taking possession of their colonies, with 
so great a force already collected & in America, besides their fears of raising 
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views of independance in their own colonies, to which they are much dis- 
posed. But why should I enlarge on this subject, I am sure you know the 
futility of all hopes of effectual foreign assistance, & that these hopes have 
been thrown out only to keep up the spirits of the deluded common people, you 
therefore will not suffer yourself to be deluded by them; the most you can 
expect from foreigners is, that they will help at the expence of your country- 
men's blood, & happiness, to keep up a dispute that will ruin you, & distress 
Great Britain. It is not the interest of France & Spain that America 
should be indepeudant; but if it were possible you could entertain any 
thoughts that the hopes of effectual foreign assistance were well grounded, 
you ca"nnot but know that such assistance must now arrive too late ; the last 
campaign was almost consumed before the English army could get collected 
& in a position to act in America; but now the campaign is just opening, 
the whole army in the greatest health & spirits, plentifully provided with 
everything, most earnest in the cause I do assure you, well acquainted with 
the country, & placed so as to act briskly with the greatest efficacy ; a few 
months will therefore probably decide the contest ; you must either fight or 
fly ; & in either case, ruin seems inevitable. You was the first man in active 
rebellion, & drew with you the province you live in ; what hope, what expec- 
tation can you have ? You will be one of the first sacrifices to the resent- 
ment & justice of government, your family will be ruined, & you must 
die with ignominy; or if you should be so happy as to escape, you will drag 
along a tedious life of poverty, misery, and continual apprehension in a for- 
eign land. Now, Sullivan, I have a method to propose to you, if you have 
resolution & courage, that will save you & your family & estate from this 
imminent destruction ; it is in plain English to tread back the steps you 
have already taken, & to do some real essential service to your king & coun- 
try, in assisting to re-establish public tranquility and lawful government. 
You know I will not deceive you. Every one who will exert himself for 
government will be rewarded, & I do assure you firmly upon my Honor that 
I am empowered to engage particularly with you, that it shall be the case 
with you, if you will sincerely endeavour to deserve your pardon. It is not 
desired of you to declare yourself immediately, nor indeed to declare your- 
self at all, until you can dispose matters so as to bring the province with 
you, in order to which you should as much as possible, under different pre- 
tences, contrive to send every man out of the province from whom you ap- 
prehend difficulty, & to keep at home all those who are friendly to govern- 
ment or desirous of peace, in the mean while endeavour to give me all the 
material intelligence you can collect (& you can get the best) or if you find 
it more convenient you can convey it to General Burgoyne, & by your using 
my name he will know whom it comes from without your mentioning your 
own name, & as soon as you find you can do it with efficacy & success, declare 
yourself, & you will find assistance you very little expect in restoring the 
province to lawful government. If. you do not chose to undertake this an- 
other will, & if you continue obstinate on the ground you,; are now on, you 
may depend upon it you will find it suddenly fail, & burst under you like 
the springing of a mine. What I recommend to you is not only prudent, 
safe, & necessary, it is right, it is honorable. That you early embarked in 
the cause of rebellion is true, perhaps you mistook the popular delusion for 
the cause of your country (as many others did who have returned to their 
duty) & yon engaged in it warmly, but when you found your error, you 
earnestly returned, you saved the province you had engaged for from devas- 
tation and ruin, & you rendered most essential services to your king and 
country, for which I engage my word to you, you will receive pardon, you 
will secure your estate, & you will be further amply rewarded. Your past 
conduct has been unworthy, your return will be praise-worthy. AVhat is 
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all this expence of human life for? these deluges of human blood? very 
probably only to set afloat some lawless despotic tyrant in the room of your 
lawful king. I conceive you must be surrounded with embarrassments ; you 
may perhaps find difficulty in getting a letter to me ; possibly the fellow 
who carries this to you may be fit to be trusted ; he thinks indeed he carries 
you a very different letter from this, & I suppose will be frightened a good 
deal when he finds the change that has been put upon him, & that I am in 
possession of the letter he was intended to carry — yet I have understood he 
has a family here, & will I suppose wish to return, & knows well enough it 
is in my power to procure him pardon and reward, & I imagine he thinks 
(as I trust most people do) that I am never forgetful of a man who does any 
thing to oblige me, you will consider how far you may trust him, how far it 
is prudent to do it, & you can sound him, & see whether he wishes to return, 
& whether he is likely to answer the purpose, & if you think proper you 
may engage to him, that I will protect him, & reward him if he brings me 
safely a letter from you. I could say a great deal more on this subject, but 
I must close my letter lest it should be too late. Be sincere and steady, & 
give me an occasion to show myself. 

Your sincere friend, 
Montreal, 2d June, 1777. *******. ********** 

This letter was taken out of a canteen with a false bottom, by General 
Schuyler, at Fort Edward, this 16th day of June, in the presence of us the 
subscribers. 

Benjamin Hicks, Capt., 

Henry B. Livingston, Aide Camp to Major, 

General Schuyler, 

John W. Wendell, Capt., 

John Lansing, Jun r , Sec'y 

to Major-General Schuyler. 
I certify upon honor that this letter was taken out of a canteen, which I 
delivered to General Schuyler, which canteen I received from Col. Van 
Dyck, who separated part of the wire from the false bottom, to see whether 
it was the canteen I was sent for, & who after taking out this letter & letting 
out some rum returned it into the canteen without breaking the seals. 
June 16, 1777. Bar. J. V. Walkenburgh, Lieut. 1 

There is an endorsement on the back of the manuscript from which this is 
copied, in the handwriting of General Sullivan, " From Mr. Livius to Gen 1 . 
Sullivan." 

The Federal Party in 1816. 

[The following is a copy of a printed Circular, the address alone being in 
manuscript. The note at the end is in the handwriting of William Plumer, 
Jr.] 

Bichard Stockton, Esq., Confidential. 

Sir. Philadelphia, August 21st, 1816. 

The Federalists of this city & of the adjoining districts, believing that a 
more frequent & regular interchange of sentiments with our political 
bretheren in different parts of the Union, would be likely to induce a unity 
of design & action, & thereby produce results highly beneficial to our 
Country, have with a view to these objects delegated us as a Committee of 
Correspondence, & empowered us to act in their behalf. 

We enter upon our duty sensible of its importance, & with a persuasion 
that if it shall comport with the views of our friends in the other States, & 
meet with their hearty cooperation, much good will result from it. 
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Having no knowledge of any delegated body acting on be'half of the 
Federalists of your State, we have taken the liberty of addressing a few of 
our friends individually for the purpose of endeavoring to bring about the 
object of our appointment. 

The Presidential election being an object of primary importance, & in- 
clining ourselves to the opinion that it would be proper to support Federal 
Candidates, we are desirous of ascertaining the sentiments of our brethren 
upon the subject, & therefore respectfully solicit an answer to the following 
queries. 

Will it be expedient for the Federalists to set up candidates for the 
Presidency & Vice Presidency at the ensuing election ? 

In case this should be deemed inexpedient would it be advisable for the 
Federalists to throw their weight into the adverse scale should an opposition 
to Monroe & Tompkins arise in the democratic party? 

The lateness of the period, & the result of the late elections in New 
Hampshire & New York, would seem to forbid a hope that we could succeed 
in any candidates of our own, yet the policy of pursuing a steady course, & 
always holding up to the view of our fellow-citizens suitable characters for 
the various elective offices, & supporting them with the whole strength of 
our party is a question upon which a difference of opinion has existed. 

While on the one hand it has been alledged that an unavailing effort to 
carry our candidates exposes our weakness and induces many to desert to 
the opposite ranks, it is asserted on the other, that a total listlessness & 
want of action is a tacit acknowledgement of weakness & is calculated to. 
produce a serious defection among those who will be active on one side or the 
other. 

If we take a view of the conduct [of] our political opponents we shall see 
that however they may be defeated & discomfited at one election, it only 
seems to stimulate them to new exertions, <fe their persevering efforts have 
too generally been eventually crowned with success. 

The objects of our appointment being of a permanent character, it is 
believed that if the Federalists of each State, or of some considerable dis- 
tricts thereof, would constitute a representation (to be renewed at stated 
periods) for the purpose of corresponding with similar bodies in the other 
States it would lead to a simultaneous movement and combined effort which 
would be productive of the happiest result, & it is principally with this view 
that the present correspondence is commenced. 

If you should concur with our view of the subject we hope you will take 
immediate measures for the appointment of a representation of the Federal- 
ists in your State, who may be authorized to hold a correspondence with U3 
& other similar bodies who may be appointed in other States. 

We have the honor to be, Sir, with sentiments of respect, 

Your Obt. Sev'ts, 

William Milnoe, Chairman. 
John Read, Sety. 
Richard Stockton, Esq., 

Flemington, 
New Jersey. 

The preceding letter was copied from a printed circular, addressed to 
Mr. Stockton, which was sent to me by a gentleman now residing in Vir- 
ginia into whose hands it accidentally fell. The names of the committee, 
the direction, & the word " Confidential." was written in the original ; the 
rest was printed. Stockton is a distinguished Federalist, & was a Member 
of Congress during the war. He received at the last election, the Federal 
votes of Massachusetts for Vice-President — Milnor was also formerly a 
Member of Congress, and has been lately reelected to the House — This 
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document shows an attempt of the Federal party to rally and combine their 
forces, at a period when they are generally considered as having ceased to 
act. It does not appear what answers were received to these circulars. 
But from subsequent events we may conclude that the committees of cor- 
respondence, if organized at all, never produced the desired effect. The 
visit of the President to the Northern States, which took place the next 
year, aided much in the dissolution of the Federal Party, already crumbling 
into atoms, from circumstances not all connected with that event. 
January 10th, 1821. W. Plumer, Jr. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 
Notes. 

Rev. John Brandmilleb, the Moravian Printer. — On the easternmost 
end of the tract purchased by the Moravians, and called by them the Barony 
of Nazareth, because of the right " to have and to hold Court Baron thereon," 
they commenced in 1749, the fourth settlement in point of date of their five 
on the Barony, and named it Friedensthal, or Vale of Peace. It was situated 
on Tatamy's Creek (now called the Bushkill), and on the highway to Hun- 
ter's Settlement at Martin's Creek on the Delaware, in Northampton County. 
In April of 1771 it was sold by the Church, and forty-two years ago its de- 
molition was completed, and saving the old well in the barnyard, there is no 
vestige of it left. 

John Brandmiller, born in November of 1704, in Basel, of parents who 
were members of the Reformed Church, was in his fourteenth year indentured 
to his uncle, a printer by trade, with whom he served his apprenticeship. 
In 1739 he united with the Moravians, and in 1741 accompanied their first 
colony to Pennsylvania, where, after a sojourn of six months, he returned to 
Germany. With his wife he returned in 1743, and settled in Bethlehem. 
In 17 
in 

(I. . . 

Co.). Occasionally he travelled as an evangelist to the Walloons of New 
Pfaltz and Esopus on the Hudson, and the Germans settled in western Vir- 
ginia. His last appointment was at Friedensthal. Thrice, he relates in his 
autobiography, he narrowly escaped death by drowning in the Rhine — and 
it is a singular coincidence that his lifeless body was found in the mill-race 
at Bethlehem on the morning of August 16, 1777. 

During Brandmiller's incumbency at Friedensthal, there was printed and 
published between 1760 and 17G3 the manual used by the Moravian Church 
during the Holy Passion week, entitled "A Harmony of the Gospels," con- 
taining the events in the history of the last days of the Son of Man, and also 
a hymn-book, both translated by the Rev. Bernhard Adam Grub6 from the 
German into the Delaware tongue. Mr. Grube at this date was the mis- 
sionary in charge of the Moravian Indian Mission, called Wechquetank, situ- 
ated on Head's Creek in Polk Township, Monroe County, and for many 
years served in the Indian missions of his church. In the diary of that 
mission the following facts are recorded by him : — 

1761, Jan'y 18. " Anton (the Delaware assistant) and I worked at the 
Delaware translation of the ' Harmony of the Gospel.' 




